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| The Wandering Young Gentlewoman 
r, CATSKIN. 


| V7 OV fathers and mothers, and children alſo, 
: Draw near unto me, and ſoon you ſhall kuon, 
Ine ſenile of my ditty, and I dare to ſay, 
The like han't been printed this many a day. 

1 The ſubje& which to you Iam to relate, 

| It is of a $qvire of a vaſt eſtate: 

The firſt dear infant his wite did him, bear, 

It was a young 8 of beauty moſt fair. 

He faid to his ite, had this child been a boy, 

 "Twould bave pleaſed me better, and increaſed my joy, 
If the next be the ſame fort, I do declare, 
@f what I am poſſeſſed ſhe ſhall have no ſhare. 

In twelve months time atter this woman, we hear, 
Had another daughter of beauty moſt cleac ; 
And when that he knew it was a female, 

To a bitter paſſion he preſently fell. 
-* Saying, finre this is the ſame ſort as the firſt, 
Ia my dabitation ſhe ſhall not be nurs'd 
Pray let her be ſent into the country, a 
For where I am truly this child ſhall not be. 

With tears his deat wife unte him did ſay, 
Huſband, be contented. Pl ſend her away, 
Then tp the country with ſpeed ſhe did het ſend, 
For to be brought up by oge who was her friead. 

Altho' that her father he hated het ſo, 
She-good educ tion on her did beſtow : 

And with a geld locket and robes of the beſt, 
This fi:ghted young female was commonly dreſt. 
And when unto ſtature this damſel was grown, 
And tound trom him ſhe had no love ſh-wa ; 
She cry'd, before I will lie under his trown, 
I am fully r<ſolv'd to range the world round. 
| The Second Part; 
| | But now mark, good people, the cream of the jeſt; 
Ina what ſort of manner this c:tature was dreſt : 
With Catſkins ſhe made her a robe | declare, 
The which :or ber covering ſhe daily did wear. 
Her own rich attire, and jewels beſide, 
Then up in s bundle by her they were ty'd. 
'Then to ſcek her tortone, ſhe wander'd away; 
And when ſhe had travel'd a cold winte.'s day. 
Ia the evening i'd ſhe came to a town, | 
When at à Knigh:'s door ſhe then fat her down, 
For to reſt herſelf who was tir'd belure 3 
This noble Koi hi's Lady then came to ih: door. 
Then ſeeing this cceatuie in ſuch ſort ot dreſs, 
This Lady unto her theſe words did expreſs : 
Wheace cameſt thou gil, and what would ſt thou have 
$ne ſaid, a night's reſt in your ſtable I crave. 
1 he Lady faid to her, Vil grant thy defire ; 
Come into the Kiich-n. and ſtand by the fi e. 
Then ſhe thanked the Lady, and went in with boſte, 
5 Worte ſhe was gated on tom the diggeſt ts the leaſt. 
. Aud being well warmes, her Bunge bring great, 
Thy gave her a piece of good food for to eat. 
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Then to an out-houſe this creature was had, 
Where ſhe with freſh ſtraw then made her a bed. 

And when in the morning the day light the ſaw, 
Her riches and j:wels ſhe hid in the ſtraw, 

And being very cald, ſhe then did retire, 
To go to the kitchen and ſtand by the fire. 

The cock ſaid, my lady hath promils'd that thee, 
Shall be as a Scullion for to wait upon me; 

And what ſay'ſt thou girl, art willing to abid-? 
With all my heart truly to him ſhe reply'd. 

To work with her needle ſhe could very well, 
And for raifing of palte few could her excel, 

She being ſs handy, the Cook's heart ſhe did win, 
And there ſhe waz call'd by the name of Catfkin. 
The Third Part. 

The Lacy had a Son both comely and tall, 

Who often times uſed to be at a Ball, 
A mile out of Town, one evening tide, 
To dance at this Ball away he did ride: 

Catſkin faid to his mother, pray madam, let me, 

Go after your Son now this Ball for to ſee ? 
With that in a paſſion this lady ſhe grew, 
And ſtruck her with the Ladle, and broke it in two, 

And being thus ſerred, ſhe then got away, 

And with her rich garments herſelf did array ; 
Then to this Ball ſhe with ſpeed did retire, 
Waere ſhe danccd ſo bravely that all did admire. 

The ſport being done, this young 'ſquire did ſay, 
Young Lady, where do you live, tell me I pray, 
Her anſwer to him was, Sir, that I will tell, 

At the Sign of the broken Ladle I dwell. 

She bemg very nimble, got home firſt *tis ſaid; 
And with her Catfkin robes ſhe ſoon was array'd ; 
And into the kitch-n again ſhe did go, 

Burt where ſhe had been none of them did know, 

Next night this young *ſquire; himſelf to content, 
Todance at this ball away again went! 

She ſaid; pray let! the go this Bail fot to view; 
Then the ttrutk her with a immer and broke it in two 

Then out of doors ſhe tan full of heavine ſe, 
And with ber rich gatment herſelf ſoon did dreſs; 
And to this Ball ſhe ran away with ſpeed ; 
Where io ſee ber dancing all wonder'd indeed, 

The Ball being ended; this young ſquire then 
Said, where is it you live, ſhe auſwer'd again, 
Sir, becauſe you »{k me account I will give; 

At the Sign of the broken ſkimme. | live; | 

Being dark, then ſheleti tim, and nomeward did hie 
And with her Ca:ſkin robe was dreſt ;refentiy, 

And into the kirchen amongſt them ſhe went; 
But where fhe had been they were all innocent, 

When the */quire,came home and tound Ca ſkin there 
He was in amsz*, and began for to ſwear, | 
For two night at this Ball tas Þ:en a lady, 

The ſweatett of beauties that ever ! ſee, 
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She was the beſt daneer in ay the whole place, 
And very much like our Carſkin in the Face, 

Had ſhe but been dteſt in that coſtly degree, 
I ſhould have fwore it had been Catſkin boldly. 

Next night to this Ba'l he did go once more, 
And fhe 2 his mother to go as before, 

Who. having a baſon of water in her hand, 
She threw it on Caſkin as I underſtaad. 

Shaking her wet ears cut of doors ſhe did run, 
And dreiling herſelf, when this bing ſhe had done, 
To the Ball once more ſhe then went ber ways, 

To ſee her fine dancing all gave her the praiſe, 

And haviag concluded, this young 'ſquire he, 
Said, from whence might you come; pray lady tell me, 
Her anſwer was, fir, you ſhall ſoon know the (ame, 
From the ſign of the baſon of water I came, 

Then homeward ſhe hurry'd as faſt as could be, 
This young *ſquire then was reſolved to ſee 
Wheteto ſhe belonged, then following Catſkin, 

Unto an old ſtraw houſe, he ſaw her creep in. 

He ſaid, O brave Catfkin, I find it is thee, 

Thele three nights together hath ſo charmed me; 
Thou art the ſweeteſt creature my eyes Cer beheld; 
With joy and content my heart now is fill'd. 

Thou art our cooks Scullion, but as I have life, 

Grant me but thy love, and I will make thee my wife, 
And you ſhall have thaids for to be at your call, 
Sir, that cannot be, I have no n at all. 
Tiy beauty is a portion; my joy and my dear, 

I prize it far better than a thouſand a year; 
And to have my Friends conſent I have got a triek ; 
Vil go to bed, and I will feign myſelf ſick. 

ere's no one ſhall attend me but thee I proteſt 
So one day or another in thy rich dreſs, 
Thou ſhalt be clad, and if my patenis come nigh, 
Tn tell them tis for thee that 1 dick do lie, 


The Fourth Part; 


Haviog thus conſulted, this couple patted, 
Next day this e he took to his bed, | 
And when his dear Parents, this thing both peteeiv'd, 
For fear of his death they were heartiſy grieved. 
To end him they ſent for a Nurſe ſpeedily, 
He ſaid, none but Carſkin my Nurſe then ſhall be, 
is Patents fait, no fon, be ſaid but ſhe ſhall, 
r elſe Ill have nor e to nurſe me at all. 
His Patents both wonder'd to hear him ſoy thus, 
That no one hut Carſkin muſt then be his Nurſe; 
o then his dear Parents their Son to con eat, 
VU, to his chamber poor Catſkin was ſent. | 
Sweet cordials and other rich things were prepar'd 
Which between this touple were equally ſhai'd ? 
0 when all alone, they in eacForhers arms, 
ajoy'd one anothet in love's pleaſant charms, 
And at length, on a time, poor Caiſkin, tis ſaid; 
In her rich attire ſhe then vas array'd; 
And when that his mother the chamber drew heat, 
Then much like a Goddeſs did Carſkin appear. 
Which cauſed her 16 ſtarile, and thus for to ſay; 
What young Lady is this, Son, tell me, I pray: ! 
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e laid, Why tis Carfkin, for which fick I lie} 
And except I have not her, with ſpeed 1 ſhall die. 
His mother then haſted to call up the Knight, 

Who ran up to ſee this amazing great ſight. 
He ſaid, Is this Catſkin we held in ſach ſcorn, 
I never ſaw a finer dame ſince I was born. 

The old Knight ſaid to her, I pray thee tell me, 
From whence thou didſt come, and o what Familyy 
Then who were her Parents ſhe gave them to know, 
And what was the cauſe of her wandering ſo. 

The young Squire he cry'd, If you will ſave my life 
Pray grant this young creature ſhe may be my wife, 
His Father reply'd, thy life for to ſave, 

If you are agreed, my conſent yo 1 ſhall have, 

Next day; with great triumpu and joy as we hear, 
There were many coaches that came far and near, 
Then much like a Goddeſs, d:eſt in rich array, 
Catſkin was marry'd to the Squit that day. 

For ſeveral days this great wedding did laſt, 
Where was many a topping and gallant rich gueſt ; 
And for joy the bells rung all over the — 

And bottles of Canary roll'd merrily round. 

When Catskin was marry'd, her tame for to raiſe, 
Who ſaw her modeſt carriage all gave her the prai 
Thus her charming beauty the Squire did win, 
And who lives fo great now as he and Carſkin, 


The Fifrh Part, 


Now in the fifth part I'll endeavour to ſhow, 
How things with ber parents and fiſter did go, 
Her mother and ſiſter of life are bereft, 
And now all alene the old Squire is left. . 

Who hearing his Daughter was marry'd fo brave, 
He ſaid in my Noddle a fancy I have, 

Dreſt t.ke a poor man tiow 8 Journey l' make, 
And ſee if ſhe on me ſome pitty will take. 

Then dreſt like a beggar he went to her gate, 
Where ſtood his daughter, who apptar'd very great, 
He cry'd, noble Lady, a poor man 1 be; 

And am now forced to crave your charity, 

With a bluſh ſhe asked from whence tha 
With that he then told her, and gaye her his name, 
She cry'd, I am your daughter whom you lighted ſoʒ 
Vet nevertheleſs to you ſome Kindneſs III ſhow; 

Through mercy the Lord hath provided for me, 
Pray Father come in, and fit down, then ſaid ſhe, 
Then the beſt proviſion the houſe could afford, 

For to make him e come, was ſet on the board. 

She ſald, you are welcome, feed hearty, I pray, 
And ii yon are willing, with me you ſhall ſtay, 
So long as you Jivez then be made this reply, 

I only am come now thy love for to try. 

Through mercy my Child, I am rich and not po, 
I have gold and ſilver enough now in ſtore; ; 
and for this love which at thy hand I have found. 
For thy portion P11 give thee ten thauſand pounds. 

So in few days atter, as we underſtand, 

This Man he went home, and fold off his land. 
And ten thouſand pounds to bis daughter did ive 
And now altogether in love they to thee. 8 


t he came, 


